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The Principles of Ecclesiastical Unity. Four lectures 
delivered in St. Asaph Cathedral, on June 16, 17, 18, and 
19, by Arthur James Mason, D.D., Lady Margaret Professor 
of Divinity at Cambridge and Canon of Canterbury. Lon- 
don, New York, and Bombay : Longmans, Green & Co. 
1896. Pp. 162, 8vo. 3s. 6d. 

Church Unity. Five lectures delivered in the Union Theolog- 
ical Seminary, New York, during the winter of 1896, by 
Charles W. Shields, D.D., LL.D., E. Benjamin Andrews, 
LL.D., John F. Hurst, D.D., LL.D., Henry C. Potter, 
D.D., LL.D., Amory H. Bradford, D.D. New York: 
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1896. Pp. viii+231, 8vo; cloth. $1. 

These books, containing discussions of the same topic, one the 
expression of English views, the other of American, were produced 
and issued from the press during the same year. They are an evidence 
of the strength and breadth of the irenic movement. 

Dr. Mason, in his four lectures, treats of "The Duty of Unity," 
"'The Internal Principle of Unity," "The External Principle of 
Unity," and "The Application of the Principles." 

In his first lecture he animadverts at some length on the Pope's 
letter, in which his Holiness denies the validity of Anglican orders. 
He thinks that the address from the Vatican would have been more 
" Christianlike " and effective, if it had not been " shot out to English 
people at large, without so much as a recognition that there existed 
any special claimant to represent the ancient Church of England." 
Still he regards it better that the Pope should have spoken even with 
seeming discourtesy than not to have spoken at all. After this sug- 
gestive treatment of the Pope's missive, he sets forth cogently the 
duty of ecclesiastical unity as taught in the Scriptures. 

But first there must be internal unity ; its principle, " a common 
faith," its model, "the unity of the Father and the Son." This unity 
must be based on Holy Scripture, " interpreted not only in the light 
of accurate scholarship, but also in the light of history." Guided by 
the Divine Word we shall find the "adoring love of Christ" to be 
"the true fundamental article of the Christian creed." 

As to the external principle of unity, the lecturer declares that 
" intercommunion is the visible proof and the indispensable means of 
ecclesiastical union," by which he means that all Christians must 
unite in partaking of the Lord's Supper, administered by those who 
are legitimately authorized to officiate. Only those who belong to 
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the apostolical succession are duly qualified to administer the Supper. 
He is so positive that this is the true external principle of unity, that 
with " St. Austin to the Donatists " he cries : " We cannot come out to 
you ; do you come in to us ! " (we quote his own words.) But every 
division of the universal church might quite as reasonably utter the 
same cry, which would convince any sane mind that ecclesiastical 
union, so long as such an attitude is maintained, is the chimera of 
chimeras. 

In his last lecture, as might have been expected, he finds 
apparently almost insuperable difficulties in the application of his 
principles. 

While there is much in these lectures which is worthy of hearty 
commendation, there are statements which will not bear the test of 
Scripture. The lecturer calls the Lord's Supper a " sacrament," the 
New Testament does not ; the table of the Supper he calls an " altar," 
but no one can find any such notion in the New Testament. He 
says that " all Anglicans believe " that Christ is present in the Supper 
in such a real sense "that they actually receive him into themselves 
in the Holy Communion." This is bald sacramentarianism, both 
unscriptural and mischievous, and " all Anglicans " certainly do not 
believe it. 

The subjects of the lectures delivered in the Union Theological 
Seminary are " The General Principles of Church Unity," " The Sin 
of Schism," " The Irenic Movements since the Reformation," " The 
Chicago-Lambeth Articles," and "The Unity of the Spirit — a World- 
Wide Necessity." The lecturers alike deplore division, and advocate 
unity, but disagree as to what unity means. One of them contends 
for organic unity ; another that such unity is not what is most desir- 
able, but rather unity of spirit ; and the last lecturer supports this 
view by saying that " the ideal of the church will be realized when its 
members are harmonious, not because of one organization, but because 
filled with one spirit." 

In our criticism we wish to suggest, first, that the times are evi r 
dently propitious for unity. Nations are no longer isolated. The 
barriers which separated them have been largely swept away. They 
are brought close to each other by the steamship and telegraph. 
Smaller states are being merged into larger. Churches whose differ- 
ences have become trivial are being united in one body. Theological 
rancor has almost wholly disappeared. Love has become the watch- 
word of Christendom. Different denominations are cooperating with 
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each other in many Christian enterprises. Christians of different 
names pray alike and are praying together. They also sing the same 
hymns. Already there is a marked unity of spirit. 

Second, real organic unity can come only from unity of spirit and of 
belief. In securing organic unity we shall inevitably be compelled to 
reckon with conscience. Honest, earnest Christian men can never be 
brought to sustain by word or act any organization which they believe 
to be contrary to the truth. If they could it would be an immeasurable 
calamity. 

Third, the truth of which we speak is that of the Scriptures. All 
true Christians, outside of the Roman Catholic church, profess to 
regard the Scriptures as ultimate authority in all matters of faith and 
practice. The first of the four principles set forth in the Chicago- 
Lambeth articles, as a basis of unity, is the Scriptures. This is funda- 
mental and comprehensive. It includes all that is requisite to secure 
organic unity, if that is thought to be necessary. If a creed is desir- 
able, let it fairly express the truth of the Scriptures. Let all Christen- 
dom receive the two ordinances, baptism and the Lord's Supper, and 
administer them according to the Scriptures. Let all who build and 
govern churches do as the apostles did, never transcending the Scrip- 
tures. Let all believe what the Scriptures teach, and do what the 
Scriptures command. There may be for a time differences of inter- 
pretation, but the principle fully received and resolutely carried out, 
will eventually secure both unity of spirit and of organization. We 
do not want four principles of unity, according to the Chicago-Lam- 
beth proposal, but one ; not four standards of agreement, but one ; not 
a quadrilateral, but a straight line, which in faith, as well as in mathe- 
matics, is the shortest distance between any two given points. 

Galusha Anderson. 
The University of Chicago. 



Social Rights and Duties. Addresses to Ethical Societies. 
By Leslie Stephen. Two vols., cloth. Pp. iv+255 and 
iv+267. London : Swan, Sonnenschein & Co ; New York : 
The Macmillan Co., 1896. $3. 

The author of these essays is eminent among the none too numer- 
ous writers who keep a firm hold upon all the various classes of 
considerations which are presumed to be familiar to cultured men. 
His world is the world to which the typical American college man has 



